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	Welcome to the February volunteers newsletter from the Bristol vinvolved Team...
· Taster Days with Soundwell College
· Platform2
· Ever thought about volunteering full-time?
· Getting recognized for your volunteering
· Project Evaluation
· We're Moving!
Taster Days with Soundwell College
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A group of young volunteers from Soundwell College have been attending environmental taster days supporting the work of Avon Wildlife Trust. The group visited the Folly Farm Centre to learn about the work of the Trust and got involved in digging and planting garlic and onions, plus some strawberry plants!

On the second project, the group tried tree planting at Dame Emily Park in Bedminster. Although it was quite hard to dig down through the soil and into the concrete underneath, it was very satisfying at the end of the day to walk away looking at trees we'd planted! The group are looking forward to taking part in further projects this year with the Avon Wildlife Trust.
Platform 2


Ever thought about volunteering abroad, but can't afford to? Ever wanted to make a difference, but want to go with other people? This could be your chance!

Platform 2 offers a 10 week volunteering opportunity in exciting parts of the world, with lots of different development projects from conservation to building. And it's FREE, FREE Flights, FREE Food, FREE Training, and a chance to change peoples lives. So if you are looking to broaden your horizons, or get in to development work - this is a great chance!

The young people who have been love it and say it is a trip of a lifetime - so if you want to find out more and are between the ages f 18-25:

Check out: www.myplatform2.com or ring the office for help with your application on 907 1010


Ever thought about volunteering full-time?


Now's your chance! Loads of young people have found volunteering full-time a great way to get skills and experience for the workplace. It can also be good to just do something different for a while. I did it; why don't you think about it...here's my story:

When I was 22 I spent a year volunteering full-time in an organization in London.  Because I was there all the time, I was able to really get stuck in everything that was going on - from organizing a national conference, to supporting networks of groups.  I also got to work in partnership with other charities and agencies on the 'Make Poverty History Campaign'.  I learnt loads and gained lots of experience that I was able to use when I started to apply for paid jobs.  I also learnt loads about myself as a person; what my strengths were, what sort of work I enjoyed also what work I didn't quite like.  At times it was tough - especially as I wasn't earning any money, but it was an invaluble experience and I would recommend it to anyone. - Ros Parks, vinvolved worker.

You don't have to spend a whole year volunteering - maybe just a few weeks. But we're talking about 25-30 hrs. a week of volunteering. Are you up for it?

If you are interested in taking some time to volunteer full-time, to try out an area of work without signing up for the long-haul, or just to gain some other experiences for your CV, then give us a call at the office. 907 1010



Getting recognized for your volunteering


Although we have a range of certificates to recognize the contribution all our wonderful volunteers make, we would like to focus on our 100 and 200 certificates.  To get them, all you have to do is sign up with vinvolved Bristol and fill in a really simple logsheet of how many hours you have spent doing your volunteering.  Post or email it to us - and that's all you have to do!  They are a great way of giving yourself something to aim for, as well as being able to show others what you have achieved.  You can download the logsheet from out website: www.vinvolved-bristol.org.uk



Project Evaluation


vinvolved Bristol is currently undergoing a halfway point evaluation of our project, we would really love to get as much feedback for it as possible.  Our independent consultant, Phil, has created a survey for volunters/people who have thought about volunteering to fill out.  If you have already done it - a big thank you!  If not, here's the link:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KXDF3LD



We're Moving!


We are moving out of our current base at Connexions in the city centre, but from March 1st we will be at Young Bristol's main office in Bedminster. So if you would like to come visit us or write us a letter, here is our new address: 113 Parson st., Bedminster, Bristol, BS3 5QH



